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ANNEX 9

50MPH SPEED LIMIT PROPOSALS

Summary of comments received during Consultation

	Respondent
	Support proposal
	Comments
	Officer Comments

	Cherwell District Council


	Yes
	Cherwell is supportive of the proposal so far as the District is concerned.
	Noted

	Thames Valley Police


	Yes
	No objection but would wish to see the B4011 limit commence at the A41.
	Terminal points were set by the Speed Management Reference Group in consultation with the Police at an earlier date and the extents deemed appropriate.

Enforcement will be prioritised and carried out by the Police.

	Charlbury Town Council


	Yes
	Supportive of the proposal but would wish to see the B4437 limit commence at the A44 and see regular enforcement.


	Terminal points were set by the Speed Management Reference Group in consultation with the Police at an earlier date and the extents deemed appropriate.

Enforcement will be prioritised and carried out by the Police.



	Forest Hill with Shotover 

Parish Council


	Yes
	Discussed at Parish meeting and all Councillors in favour.
	Noted

	Little Faringdon

Parish Meeting


	Yes
	Fully support the proposal.
	Noted

	Lewknor

Parish Council


	Yes
	No objection.
	Noted

	Resident Stanford in the Vale


	No
	Reducing speed limits and introducing more speed cameras has no affect on reducing fatalities. Wants to see OCC adopt a more analytical and logical approach to addressing road safety rather than just reducing speed limits.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.


	Fatalities are notoriously variable, given their random nature, cannot link directly to 50 limits. Fatalities are reducing but need to see 10 year trend to get a full picture.

Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows, see note 1.

Road Safety (RS) Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Motorist
	No
	Wants to see that OCC have adopted an analytical and logical approach to addressing all aspects of road safety rather than just reducing speed limits and to know what criteria were considered when proposing these limits.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.



	Motorist
	No
	Wants to see that OCC have adopted an analytical and logical approach to addressing all aspects of road safety rather than just reducing speed limits and to know what criteria were considered when proposing these limits.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.



	Resident Henley on Thames


	No
	Wants to know on what basis the limit of 50mph was chosen and what evidence we have to suggest such a limit would improve road safety.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents – will update analysis when 2006 data is ready



	Motorist


	No
	Wants to know why we are proposing new speed limits on open country roads.


	Ongoing accident problems.

	Resident  Lechlade/

Filkins


	No
	No evidence to suggest that lowering limits will save lives. 

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Resident  Bicester
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer. 

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance and vehicle activated signs at hazards.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Resident  Shellingford


	Yes
	Feels that the proposal will go a long way towards making the road safer.


	Noted

	Motorist


	No
	No evidence to suggest that lowering limits will save lives. 

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Resident  Charlbury
	Yes
	Supportive of the proposal but wishes to see the B4437 limit commence at the A44.


	Terminal points were set by the Speed Management Reference Group in consultation with the Police at an earlier date and the extents deemed appropriate.



	Resident  Lechlade


	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.



	Resident  Wantage


	No
	No evidence to suggest that lowering limits will save lives. 

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Motorist


	No
	Feels this limit is unnecessary over lengths of road with a long straight alignment and good visibility. Accepts that it would be appropriate over lower standard lengths.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Association of British Drivers


	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Drivers concentrating on adhering to the speed limit will be less focussed on their environment and therefore not anticipating and managing other hazards.

Signing and other calming features associated with reduced limits will lead to a proliferation of street clutter, causing information overload and disfigure the countryside.

No evidence to suggest that lowering limits will save lives. Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.

OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

Drivers have to be given some credit and the majority are able to drive in accordance with the signed limit and focus on their surroundings and react appropriately under normal circumstances.

Appropriate signing in accordance with Department for Transport legislation is necessary in order to make the limit legal and enforceable. Signing design and location will be carried out as sympathetically as possible to minimise unnecessary clutter. 

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.

This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.



	Resident  Stanford in the Vale


	Yes
	Fully in support of the proposal.
	Noted

	Motorist
	No
	Installing more speed cameras will not reduce accidents and are therefore just there to make money.


	They are deployed at proven problem sites only and evidence indicates that they do lead to a reduction in accidents. 

	Resident  Lechlade


	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Motorist


	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents. Drivers involved in accidents where the existing limit was exceeded will have no regard for an even lower limit. 

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies. 

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.
	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.



	Thame Walking and Cycling Campaign.


	Yes
	Fully support the proposal.
	Noted



	Resident  Charlbury


	Yes
	Supportive of the proposal but wishes to see the B4437 limit commence at the A44.

Would like to see additional signing highlighting some of the B4437 bends.


	Terminal points were set by the Speed Management Reference Group in consultation with the Police at an earlier date and the extents deemed appropriate.



	Resident  Witney


	No
	There is no need for these proposals or for more speed cameras. Reasonable speed limits are sensible but those proposed by OCC are not. 


	Ongoing accident problems suggest otherwise.

	Resident  Lechlade


	No
	Feel this limit is unnecessary over lengths of road with a long straight alignment and good visibility. Accepts that it would be appropriate over lower standard lengths.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	Ongoing accident problems suggest otherwise. We have to sign speed limits consistently to ensure the limit is clear to motorists. Introducing intermittent lengths over short distances can lead to confusion and non compliance. Therefore some signed lengths may in fact be unduly restricted but the overall affect when considering the whole length is beneficial to road safety.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Motorist


	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents. Drivers involved in accidents where the existing limit was exceeded will have no regard for an even lower limit. 

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.



	Motorist


	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents. 

It is clear that the cause of accidents is the driver, not the speed at which they are travelling.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.



	Motorist


	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Resident  Milton Keynes


	No
	Road deaths have not decreased and OCC policy should be reviewed.


	OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice, see note 4.



	Non UK resident, visiting only.


	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents. It is clear that the cause of accidents is the driver, not the speed at which they are travelling. Drivers involved in accidents where the existing limit was exceeded will have no regard for an even lower limit. 


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.



	Resident  Somerset


	No
	OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.


	This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.



	Motorist


	No
	Objects to more speed cameras being erected.


	They are deployed at proven problem sites only and evidence indicates that they do lead to a reduction in accidents.



	Motorist
	
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.

Objects to more speed cameras being erected.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.

They are deployed at proven problem sites only and evidence indicates that they do lead to a reduction in accidents.



	Resident  Gloucestershire
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

It is clear that the cause of accidents is the driver, not the speed at which they are travelling.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.



	Motorist
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Motorist
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.



	Motorist
	No
	Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.



	Resident  London
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.



	Resident Walsall
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.



	Motorist
	No
	OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies.

Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Wants to see OCC adopt a more analytical and logical approach to addressing road safety rather than just reducing speed limits.


	OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice.

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.



	Motorist
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Reident  Lechlade
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Resident  Oxfordshire.
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.



	Resident  Great Milton
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Resident  Lechlade
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents and will be ignored.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Signing and other calming features associated with reduced limits will lead to a proliferation of street clutter, causing information overload and disfigure the countryside.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

Appropriate signing in accordance with Department for Transport legislation is necessary in order to make the limit legal and enforceable. Signing design and location will be carried out as sympathetically as possible to minimise unnecessary clutter. 



	Resident  Witney
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

OCC should carry out a detailed and comprehensive review of crashes in 2006 to accurately determine their causes.

Wants to see OCC adopt a more analytical and logical approach to addressing road safety rather than just reducing speed limits.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

This is the primary function of the OCC Road Safety Section who carry out monitoring and investigation work and constantly review and update accident data and records.

Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.



	Motorist
	No
	Lower limits which drivers feel are inappropriate or unreasonable will be ignored resulting in more drivers breaking the law making criminals of a large part of the population.


	No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Competent drivers should be aware of the limit and if they choose to ignore it, there is little we can do to prevent it but they will know they run the risk of prosecution if caught.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Resident  Abingdon.
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.

Signing and other calming features associated with reduced limits will lead to a proliferation of street clutter, causing information overload and disfigure the countryside.

It is clear that the cause of accidents is the driver, not the speed at which they are travelling.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately

Appropriate signing in accordance with Department for Transport legislation is necessary in order to make the limit legal and enforceable. Signing design and location will be carried out as sympathetically as possible to minimise unnecessary clutter. 

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	-
	No
	Objects to the proposal, no reason given.


	Noted

	Resident  Bicester
	No
	Wants to know why we are proposing new speed limits on open country roads.

Lower limits which drivers feel are inappropriate or unreasonable will be ignored resulting in more drivers breaking the law making criminals of a large part of the population.


	Ongoing accident problems.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Competent drivers should be aware of the limit and if they choose to ignore it, there is little we can do to prevent it but they will know they run the risk of prosecution if caught.



	Motorist
	No
	OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies in light of the increasing death toll on county roads.

Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.


	OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice, see note 4.

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.



	Resident  Cheltenham
	No
	Wants to see OCC adopt a more analytical and logical approach to addressing road safety rather than just reducing speed limits.

OCC should reconsider their accident reduction policies in light of the increasing death toll on County roads.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.

OCC Road Safety Section develops and updates policy in accordance with national guidelines and latest best practice, see note 4.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Resident  Faringdon
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Lower limits which drivers feel are inappropriate or unreasonable will be ignored resulting in more drivers breaking the law making criminals of a large part of the population.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Competent drivers should be aware of the limit and if they choose to ignore it, there is little we can do to prevent it but they will know they run the risk of prosecution if caught.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Motorist
	No
	Lower limits which drivers feel are inappropriate or unreasonable will be ignored resulting in more drivers breaking the law making criminals of a large part of the population.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Competent drivers should be aware of the limit and if they choose to ignore it, there is little we can do to prevent it but they will know they run the risk of prosecution if caught.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Motorist
	No
	Wants to know why we are proposing new speed limits on open country roads.

Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.


	Ongoing accident problems.

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.



	Resident  Blackthorn
	No
	Wants to know on what basis the limit of 50mph was chosen and what evidence we have to suggest such a limit would improve road safety.

Drivers involved in accidents where the existing limit was exceeded will have no regard for an even lower limit. 

Signing and other calming features associated with reduced limits will lead to a proliferation of street clutter, causing information overload and disfigure the countryside.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better road maintenance.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Appropriate signing in accordance with Department for Transport legislation is necessary in order to make the limit legal and enforceable. Signing design and location will be carried out as sympathetically as possible to minimise unnecessary clutter.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.

RS Team is discussing how we liaise with maintenance and if maintenance is an issue in casualties we will act appropriately



	Motor Cycle Instructor.
	No
	Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Lower limits which drivers feel are inappropriate or unreasonable will be ignored resulting in more drivers breaking the law making criminals of a large part of the population.


	Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

No measures will deter the habitual offender who has little regard for his or safety of others. Police enforcement may be the only way to deter this antisocial behaviour.

Competent drivers should be aware of the limit and if they choose to ignore it, there is little we can do to prevent it but they will know they run the risk of prosecution if caught.



	-
	No
	Objects to the proposal, no reason given.


	Noted

	Motorist
	No
	Wants to know on what basis the limit of 50mph was chosen and what evidence we have to suggest such a limit would improve road safety.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on better driver awareness training and education.


	Routes were inspected to determine suitability for imposition of the proposed limits in accordance with national and county policy and qualification criteria relating to accident statistics, road alignments and traffic flows.

We do what we can with Speed Watch campaign etc but hard to reach irresponsible drivers, see note 7.



	Resident  Lechlade
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

No evidence to suggest that lowering limits will save lives.

Too low a speed limit will lead to frustration, inattention, tail gating and more inappropriate overtaking potentially leading to more accidents not fewer.

Signing and other calming features associated with reduced limits will lead to a proliferation of street clutter, causing information overload and disfigure the countryside.

Suggest the erection of more speed cameras to catch those exceeding the existing speed limit and reinforce this with mobile cameras.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

Anecdotally reported for SODC limits but found to actually reduce accidents and not increase. The majority of motorists are compliant and will drive in accordance with the limit therefore improving safety, see note 5.

Appropriate signing in accordance with Department for Transport legislation is necessary in order to make the limit legal and enforceable. Signing design and location will be carried out as sympathetically as possible to minimise unnecessary clutter.

They are deployed at proven problem sites only and evidence indicates that they do lead to a reduction in accidents. If necessary at a future date they could be considered.



	Motorist
	No
	Lowering the limit will be ineffectual at reducing the number of accidents.

Would like to see OCC focussing resources on measures aimed at treating specific accident black spots.


	Latest monitoring shows they reduce speeds and accidents, see note 1.

We prioritise these already as they are more easily identified but residual accidents are increasingly diverse hence the proposals for limits which are admittedly less focused measures – but do work.



	Resident  Beckley
	Yes
	Supportive of the proposal and would wish to see a system of double white lines to prevent overtaking at inappropriate locations. 


	Noted




Officer comment notes

1. Speed limits do not address accidents:

Monitoring of 50 mph limits across Oxfordshire shows they are reducing speeds and casualties – analysis by the Department for Transport confirms this has also been the experience across the country. We are about to update our monitoring with the latest casualty figures and would be pleased to share this information. Inevitably accidents following a defined pattern are simplest to target and are tackled first leaving a higher proportion with more diverse circumstances less amenable to site-specific treatment. 50 limits are designed to target routes with many diverse accidents which still appear to have excess speed as a factor. 

2. You have not consulted widely and don’t listen to objections:

In 2003 we proposed a large number of limits and it was in response to objections, many of which came from outside the county so presumably resulted from a specific-interest group, that we changed policy to introduce a maximum of 5 limits each year (the current proposals reflects two years programmes). In addition we commissioned a Councillor Taskforce to drive each route to ensure the alignment was acceptable and this has precluded routes with more open alignments being agreed even where their accident record is poor as it was acknowledged that some could consider the limits unrealistic. Experience suggests it is difficult to make people aware of proposals for new limits on main routes outside communities; we purposely alerted the Association of British Drivers (ABD) and have consequently received many responses.

3. There is an incorrect balance of casualty reduction measures: 

The Road Safety Team has around £0.8M each year to spend on engineering improvements in a way that maximises casualty reduction potential irrespective of the balance of measures and speed limits are one of the tools we use. We study the 5-year injury accident history; while many go unreported we believe this still gives a good picture of relative need. We look over 5 years as accidents are largely random and peak and fall due to statistical patterns even without intervention. Looking at longer period helps identify patterns and therefore where future ones are most likely to occur. Even so we still need to be reasonably confident any intervention by us stands a good chance of making a real difference. Many unsubstantiated and anecdotal comments have been made regarding accident causation but our analysis (carried out in a similar manner to all other authorities) provides an objective picture of the effect of our interventions. Our aim is to reduce casualties and we have no incentive to stick dogmatically to measures that do not help achieve this goal.
4. Accidents have increased since you placed more speed limits:

Unfortunately fatal accidents are notoriously variable and difficult to address directly; they have increased this year. However our last bad year (2003 with 64) was followed by our best ever (with 33). We do not seek to appear unduly defensive or complacent but do rely on objective statistical analysis and this requires a view of the longer-term 6picture which shows the overall accident trend is improving - although this picture can easily be lost when looking at the rapidly-varying short-term pattern. 

5. Lower limits will increase tailgating and frustration:

We too initially believed this was the case in South Oxfordshire where several communities sought 30 mph limits in predominately rural locations. However analysis has proved this is not the case and conversely they have been very effective in reducing casualties – an example where data has resulted in a change in our thinking.

6. Tailgating is the problem rather than excess speed:

It is true that tailgating is the biggest single cause of accidents; however it is difficult to prevent and any intervention needs to be mindful of how practical it is to implement.

7. Needs education rather than lower limits:

We devote much effort to education and changing both attitudes and habits but it is not easy to reach mature drivers without changes in primary legislation. Those who  listen tend to be the more responsible motorists. We do much work with children who as a group are relatively easy to reach and have more flexible attitudes. Inevitably it will take a while for these benefits to come to fruition.
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